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At the Public Meeting on Tuesday, March 31, 2009 the Township of Ocean Board of Education took the 

following action: 

 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT & RESOURCE SERVICES – Mrs. Roebuck 

Mrs. Roebuck made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Parlamas, for approval of the following 

item(s): 

 

A.  PRESENTATION OF PROPOSED 2009-2010 SCHOOL BUDGET  
 Mrs. Angela Finch gave an opening statement.  Tom Pagano discussed the 2009-2010 

Budget presentation and went slide by slide discussing the School District’s Education and 

Financial Data.  (See attached presentation)   

 

B. PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON THE 2009-2010 PROPOSED BUDGET 

The Board entertained questions and comments on the 2009-2010 School Budget.   

 

1. Ray Mallen, resident, asked questions about the High School instructional day and 

why that negotiations proposal was not achieved.    

 

 He also discussed medical premiums and private sector contributions by employees.  

He questioned the Teacher’s Union contribution of 10% of medical premiums. 

 

  2.  Bill Rosenblatt, Loch Arbour resident, discussed the problem with the tax 

apportionment and the possible large increase due to the change in the law.   

 

  3. John Azanino, Loch Arbour resident, questioned the Board of Education in regards 

to the consolidation and the elimination of the Kiely Bill.  He also discussed the 

similarities between Loch Arbour, Interlaken, and Allenhurst. 

 

  4.  F.K. Hudson, resident, questioned what the ideal formula is regarding the tax rate 

and why Loch Arbour should pay on a ratable basis but Ocean Township should not. 

 

5.  Melon Nomen, Loch Arbour resident, talked about school taxes and the difficulties 

of a large tax increase for all Loch Arbour residents. 

 

6.  Tony Gandel, Loch Arbour resident, discussed his opinion that people might have to 

sell their homes and the possibility of foreclosure. 

 

C. RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE TENTATIVE BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS 

FOR THE 2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR 



 

 WHEREAS, the tentative school district budget for the 2009-2010 school year was 

approved by          the Executive County Superintendent and the tentative budget was 

advertised in the newspaper           of  record as well as posted on the school district 

website;  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Township of Ocean adopt the 

following tentative school budget appropriations for the 2009-2010 school district budget 

statement: 

 

General Funds ................................................................$65,596,772 

Special Revenue Fund........................................................2,082,249 

Debt Service Fund..............................................................3,545,012 

Total 2009-2010Proposed Budget .................................$71,224,033 

 

D. RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SOURCES OF ANTICIPATED BUDGET 

REVENUE FOR THE 2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR 
  

 a) GENERAL FUNDS 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that there be appropriated from General Fund Surplus $2,559,911 and 

this sum be applied to the General Funds in an effort to reduce taxes in the 2009-2010 

school year; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that there be raised from Local Taxes for General Funds 

$52,358,159 for the 2009-2010 school year; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board anticipate $15,000 of Tuition which is to 

be applied to the General Funds for the 2009-2010 school year; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board anticipate $375,000 of Miscellaneous 

Revenue and Rental Income which is to be applied to the General Funds for the 2009-

2010 school year; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board anticipates $9,970,405 of State Aid, which 

is to be applied to the General Funds for the 2009-2010 school year; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board anticipates $24,397 of Medicaid 

Reimbursement which is to be applied to the General Fund, for the 2009-2010 school 

year. 

 

 (b) CAPITAL RESERVE ACCOUNT 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board anticipates $5,000 of earned interest; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board anticipates $288,900 local share of 

withdrawal from Capital Reserve for the purpose of Wanamassa Elementary School boiler 

replacement and Twp of Ocean Intermediate School HVAC piping replacement projects. 

 



 (c) SPECIAL REVENUE FUND 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board Anticipate $1,405,010 of Restricted Federal Aid which 

is to be applied to the Special Revenue Fund for the 2009-2010 school year; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board anticipates $677,239 of Restricted State 

Aid, which is to be applied to the Special Revenue Fund for the 2009-2010 school year. 

 

 (d) DEBT SERVICE FUND 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that there be raised from Local Taxes for the Debt Service Fund 

$3,111,333 for the 2009-2010 school year; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that there be appropriated from residual proceeds from 

2002 bond issue to the reduction in the School District Debt Service in the amount of 

$215,300 for the 2009-2010 school year as dictated by law; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Education anticipates $218,378 of Debt 

Service Aid Type II, which is to be applied to the Debt Service Fund for the 2009-2010 

school year; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that there be appropriated from Debt Service Fund 

Surplus $1 and this sum be applied to the Debt Service Fund. 

 

E. APPROVAL OF DATE FOR REORGANIZATION MEETING 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that Tuesday, April 28, 2009 at 8:00 p.m. be approved as the date for 

the Annual Reorganization Meeting of the Board of Education. 

 

OLD BUSINESS – None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
Mrs. Finch read the following into the record: 

 

Dear Residents: 

 

The Ocean Township Board of Education and its executive administrative staff met with Ms. 

Carole Knopp Morris, Executive County Superintendent of Schools for Monmouth County, on 

March 8, 2009.  In this meeting, we discussed the details of the school district consolidation 

plan and the feasibility studies that the County Superintendent has proposed.  

 

The OTBOE has the following position: 

 

While we applaud the state’s efforts to consolidate districts in order to reduce spending and 

ultimately reduce taxes, we have significant concerns with the feasibility studies currently 

being proposed. 

 

First, we believe that the current list of feasibility studies is too limited in scope to present 

meaningful results. By definition, a feasibility study is conducted after its proponents have 

discussed a series of ideas, scenarios and alternatives. The purpose of a feasibility study is to 

frame and ―flesh-out‖ varying alternatives and scenarios of consolidation so varying 



alternatives can be studied in-depth and compared in order to determine viability of each 

alternative.  However, the studies currently being proposed by the County Superintendent only 

offer one method of grouping districts and therefore will not produce information worthy of 

comparison to determine the best plan.  We believe it is necessary to evaluate varying 

conglomerations of the districts in our county so that information produced can provide 

comparable information of the feasibility of the consolidating districts. We have requested that 

the County Superintendent's office conduct a variety of additional studies. 

 

Our second concern is that the County Superintendent points to the fact that Ocean and Asbury 

Park were a single district long ago and uses "past history" as a variable in the consolidation 

equation. We do not agree with the use of past (and now long forgotten) alliances as a 

meaningful factor in consideration for district consolidation. Though the districts were once 

matched geographically, this should not be a factor in analysis of consolidation of resources. 

Ocean Township has operated as an independent K-12 district since Ocean Township High 

School opened its doors in 1965—nearly 45 years. 

 

Third, the goal of the law is to eliminate non-operating districts and consolidate K-8 districts 

with regional high schools so that all districts would be "model-sized" K-12 districts. Why, 

then, would the County propose to consolidate two K-12 districts when both districts meet the 

model that the state has proposed?  Ocean Township is the only state operating K-12/3500+ 

pupil district in Monmouth County that is being considered for consolidation.  Long Branch, 

Matawan, Aberdeen Regional, Middletown, Neptune and Wall Township are omitted from any 

consolidation effort.  While we acknowledge that the County of Monmouth has the additional 

difficult task of assisting a struggling K-12 Abbott district, it is our belief that such an 

overwhelming issue should not become the concern of any single district.  The burden of 

resolving the numerous issues that such a district faces would overwhelmingly tax and strain 

the resources of any one community charged with the task of doing so.  Accordingly, we 

believe it blurs the issues to introduce this concern in feasibility studies relating for the purpose 

of creating the K-12/3500+ pupil model and as such should be omitted from the feasibility 

studies related to conserving resources or all currently operating K-12/3500+ pupil districts 

should be studied independently. 

 

Very truly yours,  

 

The Members of the Ocean Township Board of Education 

 

ADJOURNMENT – 9:28 pm 

There being no further business, Mr. Menell made a motion, seconded by Mr. Wagner, to 

adjourn the public meeting.  This motion carried 9-0. 

 

 
The next regular meeting of the Township of Ocean 

Board of Education will be held on Tuesday, April 28, 2009 

At 8:00 p.m. in the Auditorium of the Administration Building. 

 

The above ―highlights‖ include action items only and in a summarized format.  Anyone interested 

in receiving full board minutes including discussion items can contact the Business Office at 732-531-5600 

ext 3100. 


